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Before You Go

Cradled between Cambodia, Laos, Malaysia,

and Myanmar, the Kingdom of Thailand is

something of a Towe

of Babel, with numerous

dialects spoken. What's known as Standard Thai
s actually a dialect spoken in Bangkok and the

surrounding provinc
of administration, ed
and mo:

1t’s the official language
on and the media,
Thais understand it even if they speak

another dialect. All the words and phrases in this
book are translated into Standard Thai.

PRONUNCIATION TIPS

Just about all of the sounds
in Thai exist in English.
‘While some people may find
it difficult to pronounce Thai
words, persistence is the key.
Locals will appreciate your
efforts and often help you
along.

* Most consonants in

our phonetic system are
pronounced the same as in
English but Thai does has a
few tricky consonants. Watch
out for the P sound which is
halfway between a ‘b’ and a
‘p’, and the d sound which is
halfway between a ‘d’ and a ‘t’.

* In this book we have used
hyphens to separate syllables
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from each another. So the
word ang-grit (English) is
made up of two distinct
syllables ang and grit. In
some words we have divided
the syllables further with

a dot - in order to help you
separate vowel sounds and
avoid mispronunciation. So
the word kée-an is actually
pronounced as one syllable
with two separate vowel
sounds.

MUST-KNOW GRAMMAR

* The pronoun ‘T will
change depending on the
gender of the speaker - so
a man will refer to himself
as pom Hil (I, me) while a



woman will refer
to herself as di-
chin A4 (1, me).
‘When being polite
to others, it’s
customary to add
the word krap AsU
(if you're a man)
or ki fir (if you're a
woman) as a kind of
a ‘softener’ to the end of
questions and statements.

* Often you’ll see the symbol
m/f in this book which stands
for male/female. Whenever a
sentence is marked with m/f
you have to make a choice
between pom and di-chan or
krap and ka depending on
your gender.

PLUNGE IN!

Don’t be discouraged if Thai
seems difficult at first - this
is only because we aren’t
used to pronouncing certain
Thai sounds the way we do
in English. Speak slowly and
follow the coloured phonetic
guides next to each phrase.
If you absolutely can’t make
yourself understood, simply
point to the Thai phrase

and show it to the person
you're speaking to. The most
important thing is to laugh
at your mistakes and keep
trying.

fast Talk Thai

Don't worry if you've never
learnt Thai (n¥1'1ng pah-
sah tai) before —it's all
about confidence. You don't
need to memorise endless
grammatical details or long
lists of vocabulary - you just
need to start speaking. You
have nothing to lose and
everything to gain when the
locals hear you making an
effort. And remember that
body language and a sense
of humour have a role to
play in every culture.

“you just need to start
speaking”

Even if you use the very
basics, such as greetings
and civilities, your travel
experience will be the better
for it. Once you start, you'll
be amazed how many
prompts you'll get to help
you build on those first
words. You'll hear people
speaking, pick up sounds
and expressions from the
locals, catch a word or two
that you know from TV
already, see something
on a billboard - all these
things help to build your
understanding.
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Phrases

to Tearn Before You Go

Have you eaten?

AudINTode

gin kow réu yang
In Thailand instead of asking ‘What are you up to?’, it’s cus-
tomary to ask ‘Have you eaten?’.

Please take off your shoes.
AIMNNDATO LT

ga-rd-nah tort rorng téw
Shoes are always removed when entering a house and this
also applies to religious buildings.

Can you recommend a local speciality?
w10 IAAqUo N 1A vy

naa-nam ah-hahn rét det det kdrng taa-ou née dai mai
Thailand’s seemingly endless variety of local dishes is a
major draw for visitors

Can you lower the price?
any1A116 1y

|6t rah-kah dai mai
Bargaining is common in street markets and some small
shops.

How do you say ...?
- Tog1 3y

...wah yahngrai
If in doubt about a word or phrase, just ask.
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Phrases

to Sound {ike a Tecal

Hey! 180 hér-i
Great! gon yort o
m
-
o
. a
Sure. winou naanorn m
=<
o
c
Maybe. 1197 bahng tee 8
No way! Taidinna mai mee tahng
Just a minute. feoriou dée-o gorn

It's OK.

No problem.

Oh, no!

Oh my god!

Taifiuly mai ben rai

aifiTeywn mai mee ban-hah
SRHITe) dai laa-ou
AN =Y kun pra chéo-ay



Phrases

to Start a Sentence

When's (the . (snuudrugioa) aiilels
next bus)? (rét mair kan dor bai) mah méu-arai
Where’s (the (Aaa) ogilnu
= market)? (da-laht) yoo tée ndi
m .
X8 How much is (Auas) s
= it (per night)? (keun 1) tow-rai
= .
Cc) Could Ihave (the <5 (nquuatioq) oo
0 key), please? kér (gun-jaa horng) noy
o .
I'd like to buy (an : og-n4:3p (11EndD)
adaptor plug).  y:hk ja séu (blak dor)
I'd like (the 10 (519M13701117) HUDY
menu), please. : kor (rai gahn ah-h&hn) noy
Can | take a oy (Rae) 16 Tn
photo (of you)?  tair6op (kun) dai méi
I need a (bottle ' ¢ioin3(ins0ailnvan)
opener). doérng gahn (kréu-ang beut koo-at)

I’'m going to n/Asuia a1 (egsen)

(Ayuthaya).

pdm/di-chan gam-lang bai (a-yut-ta-yah)

I like dancing.  ruydsumou(idusi)
pdm/di-chan chorp (dén ram) mss



Chatting &

Basics

= Fast Phrases
Hello. adad
sa-wat-dee
Goodbye. afou
lah gorn
Do you speak English? AauyanEngulE Iy

kun poot pah-sdh ang-grit
dai mai

Essentials

Yes. 1o
chai

No. 13l
mal

Please. U
kor

Thank you (very much).

vounm(N q)
korp kun (mahk mahk)

You're welcome. gud

yin dee
Excuse me. (to get o TNy
attention) koér toht
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