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Detail of a fresco in Palazzo Medici-Riccardi (p70)

Collegiata, San Gimig-
nano Taddeo di Bartolo’s 
The Last Judgment and 
Domenico Ghirlandaio’s 
Santa Fina panels. 
(p155 )

Duomo, Siena Ber-
nardino Pinturicchio’s 
Life of Pius II in the Libre-
ria Piccolomini. (p140 )

Museo dell’Opera, 
Siena Duccio di Buonin-
segna’s Maestà . (p142 )

Basilica di Santa Croce 
The Giotto panels in Cap-
pella Bardi and Cappella 
Peruzzi. (p84 )

Cenacolo di 
Sant’Apollonia 
Andrea del Castagno’s 
Last Supper. (p72 )

Best Paintings 
Uffizi Gallery Paintings 
by every major Ital-

ian Renaissance artist. 
(p30 )

Pinacoteca Nazionale, 
Siena Gothic master-
pieces from the Sienese 
school. (p145 )

Museo Nazionale di San 
Matteo, Pisa Paintings 
from the medieval Tuscan 
school. (p133 )

Basilica di San 
Lorenzo Fra’ Filippo 
Lippi’s Annunciation. 
(p68 )

Palazzo Pitti Stellar col-
lection of 16th- to 18th-
century works in Galleria 
Palatina. (p182 )

Best Sculptures 
Museo del Bargello Do-
natello’s Davids and early 
Michelangelos. (p86 )

Galleria dell’Accademia 
Michelangelo’s David 

(pictured above left) and 
his Prigioni (‘Prisoners’ 
or ‘Slaves’). (p64 )

Museo delle Cappelle 
Medicee A trio of 
haunting Michelangelo 
sculptures. (p68 )

Grande Museo del 
Duomo Ghiberti’s Door 
of Paradise panels and 
Michelangelo’s La Pietà . 
(p27 )

Duomo & Battistero, 
Pisa Giovanni and Nicola 
Pisano’s twinset of 
pulpits. (p129 )

Palazzo Vecchio 
Michelangelo’s Genius of 
Victory in the Salone dei 
Cinquecento. (p38 )

Basilica di Santo 
Spirito Wooden 
crucifix attributed to 
Michelangelo. (p118 )

 Florence has always embraced art and culture. 
Few artistic works remain from its days as a 
Roman colony, but plenty date from the Middle 
Ages, when the city  rst hit its artistic stride. 
Funded by medieval bankers, merchants and 
guilds, artists adorned the city’s churches, palaz-
zi (mansions) and public buildings with frescoes, 
sculptures and paintings of a quality never before 
encountered. This continued through the period 
now known as the Renaissance, bequeathing 
Florentines a truly extraordinary artistic heritage.

 Medieval Art
 The Middle Ages get a bad rap in the history books. 
This period may have been blighted by famines, 
plagues and wars, but it also saw the rise of civic 
culture in the Italian city-states, a phenomenon 
that led to an extraordinary flowering of painting 
and sculpture. When the Gothic style was imported 
from Northern Europe, local artists reworked it into 
a uniquely Tuscan form, creating works that were 
both sophisticated and elegant and that highlighted 
attention to detail, a luminous palette and increas-
ingly refined techniques.

 Renaissance Art
 During the 15th century, painting overtook its fellow 
disciplines of sculpture and architecture and became 
the pre-eminent art form for the first time in the 
history of Western art. Painters experimented with 
perspective and proportion and took a new interest 
in realistic portraiture. Supported by wealthy pa-
trons such as the Medici, Florentine painters includ-
ing Giotto di Bondone, Sandro Botticelli, Tommaso 
di Simone (Masaccio), Piero della Francesca, Fra’ 
Angelico and Domenico Ghirlandaio were among 
many artistic innovators.

 Best Frescoes 
Basilica di Santa Maria 
Novella Panels by Ghir-
landaio and Masaccio’s 
Trinity. (p50 )

Cappella Brancacci 
Masaccio’s The Expulsion 
of Adam and Eve from 
Paradise and The Tribute 
Money. (p118 )

Palazzo Medici-Riccardi 
Benozzo Gozzoli’s 
Journey of the Magi in 
the Cappella dei Magi. 
(p70 )

Museo di San 
Marco Fra’ Angelicos 
galore, including his 
Annuncation. (p69 )

Museo Civico, Siena 
Simone Martini’s Maestà  
and Ambrogio Loren-
zetti’s Allegories of Good 
and Bad Government. 
(p145 )
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 Best For Art  175174  Best For Art

Facade
 The neo-Gothic facade was designed in the 19th 
century by architect Emilio de Fabris to replace 
the uncompleted original. The oldest and most 
clearly Gothic part of the structure is its south 
flank, pierced by Porta dei Canonici (Canons’ 
Door), a mid-14th-century High Gothic creation 
(you enter here to climb to the dome).

Cupola
 When Michelangelo went to work on St Peter’s in 
Rome, he reportedly said: ‘I go to build a greater 
dome, but not a fairer one’, referring to the huge 
but graceful terracotta-brick  dome (Brunelleschi’s 
Dome; %055 230 28 85; www.ilgrandemuseodelduomo.
it; Piazza del Duomo; adult/reduced incl cupola, baptistry, 
campanile, crypt & museum €15/3; h8.30am-7pm Mon-
Fri, to 5pm Sat, 1-4pm Sun) atop Florence’s Duomo. 
It was constructed between 1420 and 1436 to a 
design by Filippo Brunelleschi and is a highlight 
of any visit to Florence.

Interior
 After the visual wham-bam of the facade, the 
sparse decoration of the Duomo’s vast interior – 
155m long and 90m wide – is a surprise. Most of 
its artistic treasures have been removed and those 
that remain are unexpectedly secular, reflecting 
the fact that the Duomo was built with public 
funds as a chiesa di stato (state church).

Down the left aisle two immense frescoes of 
equestrian statues portray two condottieri (mer-
cenaries) – on the left Niccolò da Tolentino by An-
drea del Castagno (1456), and on the right Sir John 
Hawkwood (who fought in the service of Florence 
in the 14th century) by Paolo Uccello (1436). In the 
same aisle, La Commedia Illumina Firenze (1465) 
by Domenico di Michelino depicts poet Dante 
Alighieri surrounded by the three afterlife worlds 

y Top Tips
   Dress code is strict: 

no shorts, miniskirts or 
sleeveless tops.

 One ticket covers all 
the sights and is valid 
for 48 hours (one visit 
per sight); purchase at 
www.ilgrandemuseo
delduomo.it or at the 
 ticket offi  ce (h8.15am-
6.45pm), opposite the 
baptistry entrance at 
Piazza di San Giovanni 7.

 Reservations are ob-
ligatory for the Duomo’s 
cupola; book a time slot 
when buying your ticket 
online or at a self-service 
Ticketpoint machine 
inside the Piazza di San 
Giovanni ticket offi  ce.

5 Take a Break
 Post-Duomo, savour 
modern Tuscan cuisine 
at contemporary bistro 
Irene (p40).

Wine bar Coquinarius 
(p44) is perfect for 
a dusk-time aperitivo 
with snacks.

 Properly titled Cattedrale di Santa Maria del Fiore 
(Cathedral of St Mary of the Flower), but known 
as the Duomo (cathedral), this is Florence’s iconic 
landmark. Designed by Sienese architect Arnolfo 
di Cambio, construction began in 1296 and took 
almost 150 years. The result – Brunelleschi’s dis-
tinctive red-tiled cupola, graceful campanile (bell 
tower) and pink, white and green marble facade 
– is breathtaking.

 Cattedrale di Santa Maria 
del Fiore

1 Map p36, E1

www.ilgrandemuseodel
duomo.it

Piazza del Duomo

admission free

h10am-5pm Mon-Wed & Fri, 
to 4.30pm Thu, to 4.45pm 
Sat, 1.30-4.45pm Sun
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Duomo interior
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Piazza della Repubblica (p39)
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and central loggia. A 
few doors down, next 
to the Slowly bar, peep 
through the sturdy iron 
gate and up to admire 
ancient brick vaults.

5 Chiesa di 
Santa Trìnita
 Continue to Via de’ 
Tornabuoni, the city’s 
most famous shop-
ping strip. Cross Piazza 
Santa Trìnita and duck 
into this church (p55 ) 
to admire its frescoed 
chapels.

6 Via del Parione
 Wander down this nar-
row street filled with old 

mansions (now apart-
ments) and artisans 
workshops. Pop into 
paper marbler Alberto 
Cozzi at No 35r and 
puppet maker Letizia 
Fiorini (p60 ) to watch 
local artisans at work.

7 Chiesa di 
Santissimi Apostoli
 Backtrack to Via de’ 
Tornabuoni and turn 
right, past 13th-century 
Palazzo Spini-Feroni, 
home of Salvatore Fer-
ragamo’s flagship store, 
to Borgo Santissimi 
Apostoli. A short way 
ahead on Piazza del 
Limbo is the Roman-

esque Chiesa dei 
Santissimi Apostoli in 
a sunken square once 
used as a cemetery for 
unbaptised babies.

8 Hotel 
Continentale
 After browsing in 
specialist boutique La 
Bottega dell’Olio at No 
4r on the same square, 
walk east and turn 
right into Vicolo dell’ 
Oro. The sleek rooftop 
terrace La Terrazza 
Lounge Bar (p43 ) in-
side Hotel Continentale 
is the perfect spot for a 
sundowner with a Ponte 
Vecchio view.

2 The Walk
 Every visitor to Florence spends time navigating the 
cobbled medieval lanes that run between Via de’ 
Tornabuoni and Via del Proconsolo but few explore 
them thoroughly, instead focusing on the major 
monuments and spaces. This walk will introduce 
you to some less visited sights and laneways.

Start Piazza della Repubblica

Finish La Terrazza Lounge Bar

Length 2km, two hours

5 Take a Break
 Fashionable Via de’ Tornabuoni is the heart of 
Florence’s original cafe society. Caffè  Giacosa 
(p57 ) and Procacci (p46 ) are great choices.

1 Piazza della 
Repubblica
 Start with a coffee at 
one of the historic cafes 
on this 19th-century 
square (p39 ). Its con-
struction entailed the 
demolition of a Jewish 
ghetto and produce mar-
ket, and the relocation 
of nearly 6000 residents.

2 Chiesa e Museo 
di Orsanmichele
 Follow Via Calimala 
and Via Orsanmichele 
to reach this unique 
church (p39 ), created 
in the 14th century 
when the arcades of 
a century-old grain mar-
ket were walled in and 
two storeys added.

3 Mercato Nuovo
 Back on Via Calimala, 
walk south to the 16th-
century Mercato 
Nuovo (New Market), 
a covered marketplace 
awash with stalls. Look 
for Il Porcellino (The 
Piglet), a bronze statue 
of a boar – rub its snout 
to ensure your return to 
Florence!

4 Palazzo 
Davanzati
 On Via Porta Rossa is 
this 14th-century ware-
house residence (p38 ) 
with its studded doors 
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 Heart of the City    159158

Car & Motorcycle  
   Nonresident traffi  c is 

banned from the historic 
centre; parking is an ab-
solute headache and best 
avoided.

Taxi 
   Can’t be hailed on the 

street;  nd ranks at the 
train and bus stations or 
call %055 42 42 or 055 
43 90.

Train 
   Frequent services to 

Pisa, and less frequent to 
Lucca; check arrival and 
departure details at www.
trenitalia.com.

 Pisa and Lucca histori-
cal centres are an easy 
walk from their central 
train stations.

Essential 
Information
Business Hours  
 Opening hours vary 
throughout the year. 
We’ve provided summer 
(high-season) and winter 
(low-season) opening 
hours, but be aware that 
hours might differ in the 
shoulder seasons.

Banks 8.30am–1.30pm 
and 3.30pm–4.30pm 
Monday to Friday

Restaurants 12.30pm–
2.30pm and 7.30pm–
10pm

Cafes 7.30am–8pm

Bars and pubs 10am–
1am

Shops 9am–1pm and 
3.30pm–7.30pm (or 
4pm–8pm) Monday to 
Saturday, 11am–7pm 
Sunday

Discount Cards 
 The Firenze Card (€72; 
www.firenzecard.it) is valid 
for 72 hours and covers 
admission to some 72 
museums, villas and 
gardens in Florence, as 
well as unlimited use 
of public transport and 
free wi-fi across the city. 
Its biggest advantage is 
reducing queueing time in 
high season – museums 
have a seperate queue 
for card-holders. Buy the 
card online or in Florence 
at tourist offices or ticket-
ing desks of participat-
ing museums. For EU 
citizens, the card covers 
under 18 year olds travel-
ling with the card holder.

Electricity 

230V/50Hz

Arriving in 
Florence & 
Tuscany 
 Florence Airport 

   Alternative names: 
Amerigo Vespucci; 
Peretola.

 Volainbus shuttle buses 
(single/return €6/10, 30 
minutes) travel to Piazza 
della Stazione every 30 
minutes between 6am 
and 8.30pm, then hourly 
until 11.30pm.

 A taxi to the centro his-
torico (historical centre) 
costs a  at rate of €20 
(€24 on Sundays and 
holidays, €25.30 between 
10pm and 6am), plus €1 
per bag.

 Pisa International 
Airport

   Alternative name: 
Aeroporto Galileo Galilei.

 Tuscany’s major air hub, 
linked with Florence’s 
Stazione di Santa Maria 
Novella by train (€7.80, 1½ 
hours, at least hourly from 
4.30am to 10.25pm).

 Regular trains link 
Florence’s Stazione di 
Santa Maria Novella 
with Pisa’s central train 
station, Pisa Centrale 

(€9.70, 1½ hours, at least 
hourly from 4.30am to 
10.25pm), from where the 
high-speed, fully auto-
matic People Mover train 
(http://pisa-mover.com; 
€2.70,  ve minutes, every 
 ve minutes from 6am to 
midnight) continues to 
Pisa International Airport.

 Hourly bus services to 
Florence’s Stazione di 
Santa Maria Novella are 
operated by Terravision 
(www.terravision.eu; one 
way €4.99, 70 minutes) 
and Autostradale (www.
airportbusexpress.it; 
single/return €7.50/
13.50, 80 minutes, 
hourly). Buy tickets 
online or on board.

 Stazione di Santa 
Maria Novella 

   Most neighbourhoods 
are an easy walk from 
Florence’s main train 
station, located in Santa 
Maria Novella on the 
northwestern edge of the 
historical centre.

Getting 
Around
Walking 

   Florence itself is small 
and best navigated on 

foot; most major sights 
are within easy walking 
distance.

Bicycle 
   City bikes to rent in 

front of Stazione di Santa 
Maria Novella and else-
where in the city.

Bus & Tram  
   Buses to Fiesole (bus 

7) leave from Piazza San 
Marco.

 Bus 13 runs uphill to Pi-
azzale Michelangelo and 
Basilica di San Miniato 
al Monte. It leaves from 
the ATAF bus stops near 
Stazione di Santa Maria 
Novella.

 Tickets are valid for 90 
minutes and cost €1.20 
at tabacchi (tobacco-
nists) or the ATAF ticket 
and information offi  ce 
adjoining the train sta-
tion, but cost €2 when 
purchased on board. A 
travel pass valid for one/
three days is €5/12.

 Upon boarding, time 
stamp your ticket (punch 
on board) or risk a €50 
 ne.

 Buses to Siena and San 
Gimignano depart from 
the Sita Bus Station in Via 
Santa Caterina da Siena, 
off  Piazza della Stazione.

Essential Information  181180  Survival Guide
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Duomo

Basilica di
Santa Croce

Galleria
dell'Accademia

Museo del
Bargello

Galleria degli
Uffizi

Worth a Trip
Top Sights

Piazza dei Miracoli (Pisa) 
(p128)

Lucca (p136)
Opera della Metropoli-
tana di Siena (Siena) 
(p140)

Chianti (p152)
San Gimignano (p154)

Duomo to Piazza 
della Signoria 
(p22)
The world-famous 
Galleria degli Uffizi is 
one of many marvellous 
museums found in the 
city's medieval heart.

Top Sights
Duomo
Galleria degli Uffizi

San Lorenzo &
San Marco (p62)
This is Medici territory – 
home to the family's 
mansion, parish church 
and mausoleum.

Top Sights
Galleria dell'Accademia

Santa Croce (p82)
The advent of 
ultrafashionable 
eateries, bars and clubs 
has reinvented this 
ancient residential area.

Top Sights
Museo del Bargello
Basilica di Santa Croce

Basilica di
Santa Maria

Novella

Palazzo
Pitti

Worth a Trip
Local Lifel

A Day in Fiesole (p80)

Oltrarno (p112)
A beguiling labyrinth of 
cobbled streets and 
hidden piazzas 
sheltering traditional 
botteghe (artisans 
workshops), bohemian 
wine bars and foodie 
hotspots.

Santa Maria 
Novella (p48)
Shoppers have long 
been drawn to this chic 
corner of the city, lured 
by the sophisticated 
boutiques on Via de' 
Tornabuoni.

Top Sights
Basilica di Santa Maria 
Novella

Boboli & San 
Miniato al Monte 
(p98)
A profusion of parks, 
gardens and panoramic 
terraces stretching from 
the Arno to Piazzale 
Michelangelo.

Top Sights
Palazzo Pitti

 Florence & Tuscany 
Neighbourhoods

Neighbourhoods  1918

2 A Date with Gucci
 Cross the square on which Savonarola 
set fire to the city’s art – books, paint-
ings, musical instruments, mirrors, 
fine clothes – during his famous 
‘Bonfire of the Vanities’ in 1497 and 
pop into   Gucci Museo (www.gucci.com; 
Piazza della Signoria 10; adult/reduced €7/5; 
h10am-8pm, to 11pm Fri). The museum, 
with fashionable icon store attached, 
illustrates the story of the Gucci fash-
ion house, from its first luggage pieces 
to the present day.

3  Benheart
 Men’s and women’s shoes to die for, 
double-lined with soft buffalo leather 
and stitched before being dyed with 
natural pigments, steal the show 
at the  flagship store (%055 046 26 
38; www.benheart.it; Via dei Cimatori 25r; 
h10am-8pm) of local superstar fashion 
designer, Ben. He set up business with 
Florentine schoolmate Matteo after 
undergoing a heart transplant.

4  Fabriano Boutique
 Luxurious writing paper, origami and 
pop-up greeting cards entice custom-
ers into this thoroughly modern 
 stationery boutique (%055 28 51 94; 
www.fabrianoboutique.com; Via del Corso 59r; 
h9am-7.30pm) – a refreshing change 
from the traditional norm. Watch for 
occasional card-making, calligraphy 
and origami workshops.

5  Piazza della Repubblica
 On the old Roman forum, take a 
coffee break with Florentines in  La 

Terrazza (La Rinascente, Piazza della Repub-
blica 1; h9am-9pm Mon-Sat, 10.30am-8pm 
Sun), on the 5th floor of the city’s local 
department store, and swoon over the 
sterling city panorama that unfolds 
from its ‘secret’ rooftop terrace.

6 Angela Caputi
 Florentines adore the bold, colour-
ful resin jewellery of   Angela Caputi 
(%055 29 29 93; www.angelacaputi.com; 
Borgo SS Apostoli 42-46; h10am-1pm & 3.30-
7.30pm Mon-Sat), at work in Florence 
since the 1970s. Eye-catching costume 
gems and jewels are her forté, shown 
off to perfection against one-of-a-kind 
women’s fashion labels uncovered 
during her worldwide travels.

7  Il Papiro
 One of several branches around town, 
this elegant  boutique (%055 21 65 93; 
http://ilpapirofirenze.eu/en/; Via Porta Rosso 
76; h10am-7pm) sells books, journals, 
writing paper, cards and other station-
ery made from Florence’s signature, 
hand-decorated marbled paper – the 
perfect gift to take back home.

8 A Third-Generation 
Silversmith
 Florence’s third-generation   Pampaloni 
(%055 28 90 94; www.pampaloni.com; Via 
Porta Rossa 97; h10am-1.30pm & 3-7.30pm 
Mon-Sat) silver shop, born out of a tiny 
workshop on Ponte Vecchio in 1902, 
is the epitome of elegance with its 
sleek silver collections for the table 
and home, and contemporary silver 
jewellery.

 Florence is naturally stylish – the 
city did spawn the Renaissance 
and Gucci after all – which trans-
lates as world-class shopping. Big-
name fashion designers bejewel 
Florence’s smartest shopping 
strip, Via de’ Tornabuoni, but it is 
the small independent boutiques 
squirrelled away in the ancient 
maze of narrow, cobbled lanes 
around the Duomo and Piazza 
della Signoria that really enchant.

Local Life
A Boutique Shopping Spree

1 Morning Coffee at Rivoire
 Nudge your shopping spirit into gear 
with a coffee or cup of the city’s most 
decadent hot chocolate on the people-
watching terrace of   Caffè Rivoire 
(%055 21 44 12; www.rivoire.it; Piazza della 
Signoria 4; h7am-midnight Tue-Sun summer, 
to 9pm winter), a historic cafe dating to 
1872. Join Florentines standing at the 
bar (rather than sitting at a table).
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For more information,
see Survival Guide (p177)

Currency  
 Euro (€)

Language 
 Italian

Visas 
 Not needed for residents of Schengen 

countries or for many visitors staying for 
less than 90 days.

Money
 ATMs widely available. Credit cards 
accepted at most hotels and many 

restaurants.

Mobile Phones    
 Local SIM cards can be used in European 

and Australian phones. Other phones must 
be set to roaming.

Time 
 Italy operates on a 24-hour clock. It is one 

hour ahead of GMT/UTC. Daylight-saving 
time starts on the last Sunday in March, 

when clocks are put forward one hour. Clocks 
are put back an hour on the last Sunday in 

October.

Tipping  
 Locals don’t generally tip waiters, but most 

visitors leave 10% to 15% in restaurants if 
there’s no service charge. Round taxi fares up 

to the nearest euro.

Arriving in Florence 
& Tuscany 

 Most people arrive one of two ways: by air to 
international airports in Florence (Aeroporto 
Amerigo Vespucci; %055 3 06 15, 055 
306 18 30; www.aeroporto.firenze.it; Via del 
Termine 11), 5km northwest of the city centre, 
or Pisa (Galileo Galilei Airport; %050 84 
93 00; www.pisa-airport.com), 80km west 
of Florence; or by train to Stazione Campo 
di Marte or Stazione di Santa Maria Novella, 
both in central Florence.

A From Florence Airport
 Shuttle buses to the city centre bus station 
(Autostazione Busitalia-Sita Nord; %800 
373760; Via Santa Caterina da Siena 17r; 
h5.30am-8.30pm Mon-Sat, 6am-8pm Sun) 
every 30 minutes between 6am and 8.30pm, 
then hourly 8.30pm to 11.30pm. Taxis are set 
at €20 to the city centre (€24 on Sundays 
and holidays, €25.30 between 10pm and 
6am), plus €1 per bag and €1 supplement for 
fourth passenger. Exit the terminal building, 
bear right and you’ll come to the taxi rank.

A From Pisa International Airport
 Regular trains and buses between 4.30am 
and 10.25pm to Florence’s main train station, 
Stazione di Santa Maria Novella; count on €5 
to €10 and 1½ hours journey time.

L Stazione di Santa Maria Novella
 You are in the city centre; Piazza del Duomo 
is an easy 10-minute walk away.

Getting Around
 Florence is mostly easily explored on foot, 
so tourists have little need to use the city’s 
transport. Exceptions are the bus services to 
Fiesole and Piazzale Michelangelo.

Siena and San Gimignano are easily accessed 
from Florence by bus. Pisa and Lucca are 
best reached by train. To explore Chianti you 
need a car.

K Car & Motorcycle
 There are strict ZTLs (Zone a Traffico Limi-
tato; Limited Traffic Zones) in Florence, Siena, 
Pisa, Lucca and San Gimignano. If you drive 
in them you risk a fine of up to €200. Visit 
www.comune.fi.it for a map of Florence’s ZTL.

J Bus
 In Florence, buses and electric minibuses 
– including bus 13 to Piazzale Michelangelo 
– start/terminate at the ATAF bus stops 
opposite the southeastern exit of Stazione di 
Santa Maria Novella. Tickets cost €1.20 (€2 
on board – drivers don’t give change!) and 
are sold at kiosks, tobacconists and at the 
ATAF ticket & information office (%800 
424500, 199 104245; www.ataf.net; Stazione 
di Santa Maria Novella, Piazza della Stazione; 
h6.45am-8pm Mon-Sat) inside the main 
ticketing hall at Stazione di Santa Maria 
Novella. A travel pass valid for one/three/
seven days is €5/12/18. Upon boarding, time 
stamp your ticket (punch on board) or risk an 
on-the-spot €50 fine.

K Taxi
 Taxis can’t be hailed in the street. Ranks are 
found close to train and bus stations; in Flor-
ence call %055 42 42 or 055 43 90.

L Train
 The Italian rail network Trenitalia (www.
trenitalia.com) is modern and efficient. Check 
its website for routes, timetables and fares.

Your Daily Budget
 Budget: Less than €90

   Dorm bed: €18–45

   Sandwich: €3–8

   Trattoria dinner: €15–25

Midrange: €90–200
   Double room in a midrange hotel: 

€110–200

   Restaurant meal: €30–45

   Aperitivo: €10

Top End: More than €200
   Double room in a four- or five-star hotel: 

€200 plus

   Upmarket restaurant meal: €45–70

   Walking tours: €20–50

Useful Websites
 Lonely Planet (www.lonelyplanet.com/italy/
florence) Destination information.

The Florentine (www.theflorentine.net) 
English-language newspaper.

Girl in Florence (www.girlinflorence.com) 
Smart drinking ’n dining recommenda-
tions from American Georgette, at home in 
Florence.

Lost in Florence (www.lostinflorence.it) 
Boutique openings in the city.

Advance Planning
 Three months before Buy tickets for 
springtime’s Maggio Musicale Fiorentino.

One month before Book tickets online 
for the Uffizi, Galleria dell’Accademia and 
Brunelleschi’s cupola at the Duomo.

One week before Make table reservations 
at gastronomic hot spots Essenziale and 
La Leggenda dei Frati.

Before You GoNeed to 
Know

Need to Know  1716

Useful Websites 
   Lonely Planet 

(lonelyplanet.com/
italy/ orence/hotels) 
Recommendations and 
bookings.

 Cross-Pollinate 
(www.cross-pollinate.
com) Personally vetted 
guesthouses, B&Bs and 
self-catering apartments.

 Apartments Florence 
(www.apartments
 orence.it) Just that.

   Lungarno Collection 
(www.lungarnocollection.
com) Boutique collection 
of luxurious hotels owned 
by the Ferragamo fashion 
empire.

 Wtb Hotels (www.
whythebesthotels.com) 
Florence-based hotel 
group.

Best Budget
   Academy Hostel 

(www.academyhostel.eu) 
Up-to-the-minute hostel 
digs in San Lorenzo.

 Hotel Scoti (www.
hotelscoti.com) 
Unbeatable-value budget 
pensione in a frescoed 
palazzo.

 Hotel Marine (www.
hotelmarine orence.
com) No-frills hotel with 
stunning, rooftop break-
fast terrace.

 Hotel Dali (www.
hoteldali.com) Family-run 
digs near the Duomo with 
free parking.

 Ostello Tasso (www.
ostellotasso renze.it) 
Party hostel with buzzing 
nightlife scene, a walk 
from the city centre.

Best Midrange
   Hotel Pendini (www.

hotelpendini.it) Stylish 
midranger in the biz on 
Piazza della Repubblica 
since 1879.

 Hotel Davanzati (www.
davanzati.it) Uber-
charming address with 
bags of charisma and 
 ve-star service.

 Hotel Orto de’ Medici 
(www.ortodeimedici.it) 
Enchanting garden hotel 
with period dress in San 
Marco.

 Palazzo Bel ore (www.
palazzobel ore.it) Stylish, 
self-catering apartments 
on the Oltrarno.

 Palazzo Guadagni 
Hotel (www.palazzo
guadagni.com) Romantic 
Renaissance palace 
overlooking Florence’s 
liveliest summertime 
square.

Best Top End
   Ad Astra (http://

adastra orence.com) 
Chic designer guest-
house in a historic walled 
garden.

 SoprArno Suites 
(www.sopranosuites.
com) Bespoke, uber-
stylish B&B in the 
Oltrarno.

 Palazzo Vecchietti 
(www.palazzovecchietti.
com) Buzzword for hotel 
chic, wedged between de-
signer fashion boutiques.

 Palazzo Magnani 
Feroni (www.palazzo
magnaniferoni.com) 
Twelve opulent suites in a 
private residence.

Book Your Stay 
   Accommodation options 

include hostels, family-run 
pensioni (guesthouses), 
B&Bs, boutique hotels 
and luxury villa or palazzo 
(palace) hotels. It is always 
wise to book well ahead.

 Hotels are nonsmoking 
by national law and many 
off er accommodation for 
mobility-impaired guests.

 Cities and towns charge 
a tassa di soggiorno (hotel 
occupancy tax) on top of 
advertised hotel rates. It 
is always charged in addi-
tion to your hotel bill and 
must generally be paid in 
cash. The exact amount, 
which varies from city 
to city, depends on how 
many spangly stars your 
hotel is endowed with and 
the time of year. Expect 
to pay €1.50 per person 
per night in a one-star 
hotel or hostel, €2.50 in a 
B&B, €1.50 to €3.50 in an 
agriturismo (farm stay), 
€3.50 in a three-star hotel 
and up to €5 in a four- or 
 ve-star hotel.

   Spring (April and May) 
The start of Florence’s 
tourist season – the 
weather is pleasantly 
warm, cafe life spills out-
side, and many festivals 
are scheduled.

 Summer (June to 
August) Peak tourist 
season – the city gets 
hot and crowded in July; 
expect to queue for 

some museums. Many 
restaurants close in 
August.

 Autumn and Winter 
(September to March) 
A mellow time of year to 
visit, with with extraordi-
nary light. Days are cold 
but often blue-skied. 
Accommodation bar-
gains abound.

Before You Go

When to Go  

Survival 
Guide

F DNOSAJJMAMJ

Florence
°C/°F Temp Rainfall inches/mm 

0

8/200

2/50

4/100

6/150

10/50

0/32

-10/14

30/86

20/68

Cent Saver  
 y To cut costs in 
Florence, plan your 
stay for the  rst Sun-
day of the month, 
when admission 
to state museums 
(including the Uffi  zi 
and the Galleria 
dell’Accademia) is 
free.
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Need to Know
Tips for a  
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QuickStart 
Guide
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standing the region –  
we help you decide 
what to do and how 
to do it

Survival 
Guide
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for a seamless, 
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experience
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Top Sights
Make the most  
of your visit
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Find each listing quickly on maps  
for each neighbourhood:
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Stohrer PATISSERIE €

13 5 Map p233; D9  

This beautiful patisserie was opened 
during the reign of Louis XV in 1730. 
All of the cakes, pastries, ice cream 
and savoury delicacies are made on 
the premises, including specialities in-
vented here such as baba rhum (rum-
drenched brioche) and puit d’amour 
(cream-� lled, caramel-topped puff  
pastry). (www.stohrer.fr; 51 rue Montorgueil; 
h7.30am-8.30pm; mEtienne Marcel)

Drinking
Angélina SALON DE THÉ

141 6 Map p233; D9  

Beneath the rue de Rivoli’s cloisters, 
this 1903 belle époque tearoom is so 
renowned for its decadent African hot 
chocolate (served with a pot of whipped 
cream) that queues regularly stretch 
out the door. ( %01 42 60 82 00; 226 rue de 
Rivoli, 1er; h9am-5pm; mTuileries)

Le Conchon à l’Oreille  BAR

15 6 Map p233; D9  

 A Parisian jewel, this heritage-listed 
hole-in-the-wall retains 1890-laid tiles 
depicting vivid market scenes of the old 
halles, and a handful of railway-carriage-
style slatted wooden seats. There’s a small 
but wonderful menu of inexpensive 
traditional bistro fare served at lunch and 
dinner, or you can just stop in for a drink. 
(%01 42 36 07 56; 15 rue Montmartre, 1er; 10am-
midnight Tue-Sat; mLes Halles)

Bar Hemingway BAR

16 6 Map p233, B2  

Legend has it that Hemingway him-
self, wielding a machine gun, helped 
liberate this timber-panelled, leather-
upholstered bar during WWII. Today 
the Ritz’s showpiece is awash with 
photos taken by Papa and has the best 
martinis in town. Dress to impress. 
(www.ritzparis.com; Hôtel Ritz Paris, 15 place 
Vendôme, 1er; h6.30pm-2am; mConcorde)

Kong BAR

17 6 Map p233; D9  

Late nights at this Philippe Starck–de-
signed riot of iridescent champagne-
coloured vinyl booths, Japanese 
cartoon cutouts and garden gnome 
stools see Paris’ glam young set guz-
zling Dom Pérignon and shaking their 
designer-clad booty on the tables. But 
the best time to visit this bar-restau-
rant-club on the top two  oors of the 
Kenzo Building is at ,sunset, when 

Rue Montmartre
Les Halles is mostly avoided 
by locals who dislike the seedy 
atmosphere, chain stores and 
poorly thought out architecture, 
but rue Montmartre, running 
northwest behind St Eustache 
church, is popular for its selection 
of small shops selling an eclectic 
range of goods from top quality 
foie gras and cheeses to designer 
skirts and handbags.

Local Life

33Drinking
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Our selection of the region’s best places 
to eat, drink and experience:

1 Sights

5 Eating

6 Drinking

3 Entertainment

7 Shopping

Lonely Planet’s  
Florence & Tuscany
Lonely Planet Pocket Guides 
are designed to get you 
straight to the heart of the city. 

Inside you’ll find all the 
must-see sights, plus tips to 
make your visit to each one 
really memorable. We’ve split 
the city into easy-to-navigate 
neighbourhoods and provided 
clear maps so you’ll find your 
way around with ease. Our 
expert authors have searched 
out the best of the city: walks, 
food, nightlife and shopping, 
to name a few. Because you 
want to explore, our ‘Local Life’ 
pages will take you to some 
of the most exciting areas to 
experience the real Florence & 
Tuscany.

And of course you’ll find all 
the practical tips you need for 
a smooth trip: itineraries for 
short visits, how to get around, 
and how much to tip the guy 
who serves you a drink at the 
end of a long day’s exploration.

It’s your guarantee of a 
really great experience.

Our Promise
You can trust our travel infor-
mation because Lonely Planet 
authors visit the places we 
write about, each and every 
edition. We never accept 
freebies for positive coverage, 
so you can rely on us to tell it 
like it is.

These symbols give you the vital  
information for each listing:

% Telephone Numbers
h Opening Hours
p Parking
n Nonsmoking
i Internet Access
W Wi-Fi Access
v Vegetarian Selection
E English-Language 
 Menu

c Family-Friendly
# Pet-Friendly
g Bus
f Ferry
m Metro
b Subway
j Tram
d Train
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Welcome to 
Florence & Tuscany

Though surprisingly small, Florence (Firenze) is laden with 
cultural attractions and charm� Medieval streets evoke a 
thousand tales, and museums and churches safeguard 
the world’s greatest repository of Renaissance art� Nearby 
destinations, including Siena, Pisa, Chianti, San Gimignano 
and Lucca, are similarly alluring, and are easily visited on 
day trips�

QuickStart 
Guide

7



Duomo (p24)
Florence’s iconic  
landmark.

Galleria degli Uffizi 
(p30)
Europe’s finest Renais-
sance art collection. T
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Galleria dell’Accademia (p64)
The world’s most famous statue.

Basilica di Santa Maria Novella (p50)
Renaissance magnificence in a sacred monastery.
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Palazzo Pitti (p100)
Museum meanderings in a Renais-
sance palace.

Basilica di Santa Croce (p84)
Frescoed chapels and famous graves.

Museo del Bargello (p86)
Italy’s finest collection of Tuscan 
Renaissance sculpture.

Opera della Metropolitana  
di Siena (p140)
Arranged around Siena’s duomo is a 
cluster of ecclesiastical buildings.
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Piazza dei Miracoli, Pisa (p128)
Pisa’s ‘Field of Miracles’ is one of 
Italy’s major tourist drawcards.

Lucca (p136)
Lovely Lucca endears itself to every-
one who visits.

San Gimignano (p154)
A walled hilltop town that lures  
summer day-trippers.

Chianti (p152)
A postcard-perfect part of Tuscany.
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Local experiences and hidden gems  
to help you uncover the real region 
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A Boutique Shopping Spree 
(p34)
yHistorical cafes yFashion and art boutiques

A Day in Fiesole (p80)
yRomantic city views yHistoric buildings

Florence’s 377,000 residents enjoy a lifestyle that is crammed with culture, back-
dropped by history and anchored by family, faith and food. Head to their neighbour-
hoods, churches, cafes and restaurants to see what makes life here so special.

Florence & Tuscany
Local Life
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A Night Out in Santa Croce (p88)
yBars and clubs yFabulous dining

City of Artisans (p114)
yArtisan workshops yIndependent designer boutiques

Other great places 
to experience the 
region like a local: 

Le Passeggiata (p40)

Cocktail Culture (p124)

Wine tasting (p123)

Tripe Carts (p42)

Third-Wave Coffee  
& Gin (p96)

Riverside Street Food 
(p95)

Lunch at the Market 
(p92)

A Secret Garden 
(p120)

Picnic Perfect (p59)

Hipster Hang-out 
(p73)

Local Life  13



Day One
M Journey into the Renaissance 

with a morning of mind-blowing 
15th- and 16th-century art at the Galleria 
degli Uffizi (p30). Break for coffee on 
the rooftop terrace where the Medici clan 
would listen to music on the square below. 
Post-museum, clear your head with a 
Piazza della Signoria (p39) stroll.

R 
Meander south to the river and 
cross Ponte Vecchio (p122). Look 

for hacked street signs by Clet (p110) in 
this bohemian neck of the woods – buy 
postcards to send home at his art studio 
here. Explore Basilica di Santo Spirito 
(p118) and magnificent Cappella Bran-
cacci (p118; reservation required), grab-
bing a quick coffee or tea at the Oltrarno 
branch of Ditta Artigianale (p124). As the 
sun sinks, hike uphill to Piazzale Michel-
angelo (p106) for swoon-worthy views of 
the city followed by aperitivi (pre-dinner 
drinks) at Le Volpi e l’Uva (p109).

N 
Stay on the Oltrarno for a sensa-
tional dinner at Essenziale (p119) 

or Burro e Acciughe (p120). Afterwards, 
hit the on-trend, bar-busy district of San 
Frediano for craft cocktails at Mad Souls 
& Spirits (p123) or Dolce Vita (p125). 
Later, track down Rasputin (p123), the 
city’s secret speakeasy open until the wee 
hours.

Day Two
M Prepare yourself for monumental 

sacred art and architecture on 
Piazza del Duomo: visit the cathedral 
(p24), climb up its campanile (p26), duck 
into its baptistry (p26) and end on a giddy 
high with a hike up into the frescoed dome 
of Brunelleschi’s cupola (p25). Complete 
the story inside the Grande Museo del 
Duomo (p27).

R 
Lunch at Irene (p40) or Trattoria 
Le Mossacce (p41). Window-shop 

on Via de’ Tornabuoni, breaking for a 
cheeky truffle panino (sandwich) at Pro-
cacci (p46) or drink at fashionable Caffè 
Giacosa (p57). Mooch west, along bou-
tique shopping streets Via della Spada or 
Via della Vigna Nova, to Basilica di Santa 
Maria Novella (p50). If you have time, 
modern-art museum Museo Novecento 
(p54) is superb. Cross Ponte alla Carraia 
and savour a gourmet aperitivo at Il 
Santino (p123) or Japanese-inspired sake 
cocktails at Kawaii (p124).

N 
Dine by candlelight at Il Santo 
Bevitore (p119). For dolci (sweets) 

grab a gelato from Gelateria La Carraia 
(p122) to enjoy over a scenic riverside walk 
by night. Later, dance to spaghetti jazz 
and quaff cocktails beneath the stars at 
Santarosa Bistrot (p122). 

Florence & Tuscany
Day Planner
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Day Three
M Begin the day in San Marco with 

a glorious 360-degree admiration 
of the world’s most famous naked man, 
Michelangelo’s original David, at the Gal-
leria dell’Accademia (p64). Continue 
to the soulfully uplifting Museo di San 
Marco (p69), followed by a cappuccino 
or specialist coffee at Ditta Al Cinema 
(p74). End the morning with the emotive 
Museo degli Innocenti (p70).

R 
Grab a quick lunch at Pugi (p74) 
or lounge with hipsters at La 

Ménagère (p71). Saunter south to Piazza 
della Signoria where the city’s most fa-
mous David copy guards Palazzo Vecchio. 
Duck east to Museo del Bargello (p86) 
to admire David versions by Donatello 
and Andrea Verrocchio, then nip back to 
Palazzo Vecchio (p38) in time to visit the 
fortress palace and catch sunset views 
from the top of its striking Torre d’Arnolfo 
– a Florentine landmark. Savour a hot 
chocolate at Caffè Rivoire (p34) or an 
aperitivo at Coquinarius (p44).

N 
Dine at Il Teatro del Sale (p89) 
or Trattoria Cibrèo (p92). If the 

former, sit back and enjoy the theatre 
show. Otherwise, explore the happening 
district of Santa Croce by night.

Day Four
M Begin with a gulp of coffee and 

daily Florentine life inside San Lor-
enzo’s buzzing Mercato Centrale (p71) 
then weave your way south to your next 
ports of call: Basilica di San Lorenzo 
(p68), Biblioteca Medicea Laurenziana 
(p68) and absolutely dazzling Museo 
delle Cappelle Medicee (p68), a must-
see for Michelangelo lovers. End with 
a market eatery lunch: at Da Nerbone 
(p72), Trattoria Mario (p71) or the 
Mercato Centrale (p71) food hall on the 
first floor.

R 
Spend the afternoon explor-
ing the galleries and garden of 

the monumental Palazzo Pitti (p100), 
home at various times to members of 
the powerful Medici, Lorraine and Savoy 
families. Be sure to pop into the nearby 
Giardino Bardini (p106) – a path links 
it with Pitti’s Giardino di Boboli – and 
end with an early-evening drink across 
from the palace at Enoteca Pitti Gola e 
Cantina (p123).

N 
Dinner is an upmarket affair, 
highly memorable, at La Leg-

genda dei Frati (p107) or San Niccolò 
39 (p108). After dinner, hobnob with hip-
ster Florentines over a cocktail nightcap 
and twinkling night-time views up high at 
Flò (p109).

We’ve arranged Florence & Tuscany’s must-sees into these day-by-day itineraries to 
make sure you see the very best of the region in the time you have available.

Short on time?
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